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' Perctive' Shamming the World in Print,_is become. not. only a 
modifh, but venerable Accompliſhment;, For, otherwile, in the 
"name of wonder how comes, it to paſs, that forme. Nonconſarmiſts 
ſhould unequally yoke themſelves with,the Sham Letter of the 

Black, Bax? Verily Sirs, this docs not, become. the Heads of .the Sober 

Parry 02 wt 29 ey et WY one 11s faſoeerto.e Ser 

mon Preach'd by 'Dr.'Stillingftect! urg,;faid [; theſe: arg) very nimble 


| Gentlemen to be ſo quick upori the Degas knock him down to rights 
like Lightning! Well, fair and ſoftly may.go far, gueth J;; but aquick 
diſpatch is the grace of the buſineſs 3 *txs well if jt prove ſo: but 

. this is not all, here's Miracle pon. onder z. here's ,a Serman; kill'd 
five Years before it 'was born.z an.Ay/mer by the way of: Propheſis, an 
-Anſver which will ſerve againſt all that ever, was' oz; will, be, or may 
be, orſhall be, or can"be ſaid againſt Nenconformiſts.. 

Well, my Maſters, 'you are great Thawmatergicks, but .I:hope a Scru- 
ple of Conlicience may be admitted to kiſs the Toe of your Infallibili- 
tier, and to offer a few Scraps and Shreads of Noncanformity' to your 

C") conſideration; 'petimus,” damuſque viciſimz, and therefore firſt: for the 
"of Front of the Book, I muſt take the liberty to tell: you,” that : you do 
Cd not ſay either ſolam verum, or totum veritatis, and you know what that 
is in Engliſh Are they. Miniſters . of Chri(t, ſo; are we; 'Now fay I, 

wt neither fo, nor ſo for they are Miniſters; of Chrift Epiſcopally ordain- 
ed, ſo are not you; You arc Miniſters of that) prefligate Wretch: Hugh 

Peters's ordaining, who for any. thitlg, I, knew,” was not:.a Presþyter, 

ſo are not they. Now Ordinatwon having gone through the hands of 
- A2 Biſhops, 


(2) 
Biſhops for 1500 Years and upwards nemine contradicente, they who 
can have it bur wilt not, but deſpiſe and hate Biſhops Root and Branch, 
--are not-fo-the-Minifterr of Chriſt; as they who ſubmit "to thoſe whom 
God hath ſet over them, 


But that I may pull of the Vizaxd from thoſe Bugbears which theſe. 


Fack:ftraws and Watt Tylers have made to fright people into Noncon- 
formity, | will come yet a little cloſer to them : We are, ſay theyjo ſeek 
Unity, and preach the Goſpel , but the ſecond being the mp nu mult 
give phace-to the firſt, See. the. acurate Nicety of this little Aſſembly of Dj. 
vines, and how logically they contra-diſtinguiſh theſe things, making 


two of vvhat God has made but one :. for is not preaching one God,one - 


Faith, one Baptiſm, one Chriſt overall, one Fold, and one Shepherd 
preaching Unity, is not one Article of the Faith, -I believe the Communi- 
on of Saints, and isnot allthis preaching the Gofpel ? If your Morals, 
Gentlemen, and your Divinity be.no better than your Logick, e'en gv 
your vvays for Church-men. 

Bat the men have reaſon for vvhat they ſay I vvarrant you ;. Ir there 
not now-a Canſe? Yes, I aſſure you, ſeveral,the Good Old Cauſe, and ſeve- 
ral Suckers. -The Eternal welfare of thouſands of Souls depends upon their 
Preaching: Yes, though it be Diſ-union, Nonconformity and Tolerti- 
on, Suppoſe novy all theſe. painful Labourers dead and gone; vvhat, 
malt all the World be damn'd for vvant of their Preaching ? Dura 


Sermo ! But pray tell us, do not the Epiſcopal-men preach the Ty 7 ? 
f 


And may not Salvation be had in Communion of our Church ? If it 
may, then there is no ſuch danger, but in mens neglect of the means; 
if it cannot, - then do they urch all 'our Parochial Churches, which 
isa Crime, they ſay, they coutd nat anſvver before God, nor ever in. 
tended: So that if theſe honeft Conventicles, as they call them,. and the 
vvhole Tribe of Nonconformiſts vvere laid afide, there ,vvould be no 
fach-danger'to mens Bodies, Souls, or Eſtafes 3 but a_great deal of ſafer 
ty: For under the ſhadow of the Elzers, there grows a. ſort of Fadi- 
ous People call'd Republicans,who are for hghting,plundcing,ſequeltring, 
and all that. 

But this is further ſupported by a Second-ly, That it is not in _— 
of Authority thas-they preach, and the Peiple hear. Sure they take us for 
Gudgeons that will ſwallow a Hook without a.Bait: The next turn will 
be, they do it in obodience 3 it isa way of arguing peculiar to the Party: 
they never fought againſt the King, they never did any hurt, alas, poor 
Souls, they are as innocent as abokent; but pray, what difference be- 
tween breaking Lays, and contempt of themzyou can ſplit a hair I _ 
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(3) 
and for once ſhew us your Skillz and now '\for an Excuſe for the Peo- 
for-greater Edification ---- Compariſons are odious among all 
bat Non-Cons, who live by ill Neighbours, and have a great Ta- 
lat at-prailing themſelves, though a wiſer man tells them, Let another 
man praiſe thee, and not thine own mouth. Well, but the good people hear 
them, to witneſs they are not acceſſory to their ' Eje&ion! Sure it is ill 
halting before Cripples : What, are there none that can remember be- 
yond the ſad St. Barthslomew? Are the Thumbs and Toes; the Heads 
and Hands that Adonibezech cut off, quite forgotten ? Ah! the poor in- 
nocent Nonconformiſts 1 they never ejected the Biſhops and Conformiſts, 
the Clergy and Laity out of their Eſtates; they never ſequeſtred, be- 
headed, hang'd, ſtarved,baniſhed, or impriſoned any body for Conſcience, 
not they. Come, for ſhame, be as honeſt as this ſame Canaanitiſh King, 
Fudges 1. 7. As T have done, ſo God hath requited me. 

But there is another Lion in the way, unfeigned Aﬀent and Conſent 
toalland everything. Why, what is the matter my Maſters, that you ' 
annetdo this? Oh Sirs, it is firſt ſomething they cannot tell what, an ali- 

4 4&9. But Secondly, ſomething they do know. Firſt they cannot 

lieve the Kzlendar. Do you underſtand it, Gentlemen ? Or how to 
mend it Aftronomically? If you do not, why do you make a Scruple of 
what you cannot mend? And if you do, let us ſee your Skill; and 
till then, give leave to uſe this till a more corre Kalendar is compiled. 
Scondly. they cannot believe the' Athanafian Creed, why, this does no 
more condemn the Greek Church than the Nicene, which (ay, T believe 
in the Holy Ghoſt, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, which in 
your account of Engliſh Presbytery, pag. 12: you ſay, In all matters of 
Faith , Presbyterians believe whatſoever is in the Apoſtles and Nicene Creed. 
However, I am glad you have ſome-Charity for Socrates, Plato and Se- 
neca, I am ſure it . is more than is expected from thoſe, who 
page 15. dare not believe ſo well of. their own Children when Bap- 
tized. Thirdly, in the Service of Gznpowder-Treaſon, *tis ſaid, There 
oe three Eftates befides the King, and this they do not, that is, they will 
not know. Well, would you know the true reaſon? It the King 
be one of the three Eſtates, then he is coordinate with the other tvvo, 
then a War againſt him, maintained by the other may be lavvful 3 then 
&the King may.difſolve the Parliament, {o the Parliament may ſerve the 
King as the late name of a Parliament did; then is not the King Swpreme, 
then. is not the Government Monarchical,but a Commonwealth,vvhich yet 
one vvould think they ſhould not be fo fond of, conſidering hovv their 
Brethren the Independents treared them under that Government. But the 
Great matter, I find, is, that they cannot diſgorge the Covenant 3 
alas 


(4) 


alas-good men ! There hath paſſed a ſolemn Oath over the Nation, engs. 
ging the main Body of it to endeavour a Reformation, and, mult all 
nants be kept ? I have read of ſome, who bad made a Covenant with 
Hell, and others who made a Holy League in France : Let them k 
their Covenant, which is no better than theſe, if they like it 0 well; 
but God keep us and the whole Nation from them and their Covengng, 
but what would you have them do? They dare not give their unfeigned 
Aſſent and Conſent to the Bible; then I perceive Athciſts, Papiſts and 
Nonconformiſts are Coulin-Gexmans, it tor ſome Littcral Faults of Fg, 
lible Tranſcribers or Tranſlators, we may be gravel'd to give unfeign. 
ed Afſcnt and Conſent to the Infallivle Scriptures, atium eſt de fidy 
farcwell Chriſtianity, Among all this ſtuff, yet there 1s a ſprinkling 
of Ingenuity, pag. 15. We ſay we dare not give our Afjent to the Uſe of 
any thing we never intend to perform, which is the 'daily Uſe: of Cop 
'mon-Prayer cither in Publick or Private, they, need not {wear or ſub. 
ſcribe this, and- indeed they . had better never ule it than as ſome of 
them have done, who to ſave their Bacon, do not ule, but abuſe it, 
making, ſuch minc't-meat of it, that it is no wonder it they make the 
People abhor the Sacrifices of the Lord. | 

Oh but the Oath! this abhorring, Oath !. this is the ſaddeſt thing 
in the World, to abhor talting up Arms by Sibjects againſt the King, 
or thoſe Gommithonated, by him: that this (ſhould be Traytcrovs too! 
make the People belicve this and all's undone! what a company d& 
Knots are here found in a Ruſh? The true intent and meaning of this 
in ſhort is, that all men ought to ſwear they deteſt and abhor all ap- 
lawful Sedition, and Rebellious taking up Arms againſt the: King, 
or ſuch as are legally Commiſhonated by him m Jlawtul things, as did 
the late Rebells in 41. Was that a Trayterons Rebellion, or was it not? 
Pray Gentlemen anſwer Categorically, I or no : If it was, then why 
may we not call a Spade a Spade ? It it was not, I ſay they are Rebels 
and Traytors that deny itz but it is plain, they. do not. like to- con- 
demn the [former Actings, Oatgoings tor Refermation,or any thing 
that may obviate it for the Future z and my Maſters, / this palliating 
an 014 one looks {curvily, like encouraging a :New one; but why not 
abhor ? Docs not David {ay,All falſe ways I utterly abhor, Pf, 11 9.128, 
well, but a Cooler, a fofter word were better, for pag. 21. A man my 
ſwear, that it is wnlawful to company with another Woman as bis Wife; 
but what Shoals of Nozconformiſts (hould we have all the Sons of the 
Church were to ſwear they abhor it? Where by the way obſerve,the Non- 

| conformiſts 
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ry miftr would not ſwear (they abhor any Sin 3 now I have been 
vehe, that what 'T- believe T otght-to do, I may ſwear I ought to 
d6, Well,I find Abhor and Trayterows are very harſh words 3 but ſure to 
jone but thoſe who do not hate and abhor all Treaſon, privy Conſpiracy 
ad Rebellion. This you may know is a fore place in their Conferences, 
z Gall they got, when rid by the Rwump, and pray totich it gently, or 
theyt Kick. 1 doubt they abhorthis Oath, tho? for all that, and the 
Subſcriptions too, becauſe they ſay, peg. 13. There har paſſed a Solemn 
Oath, viz. a” Covenant over the whole Nation, engaging the main Body 
of it to endeavour a Reformation, 
"Well; you have” heard their Arguments, and what is now to be 
done? Why; thefe Colemaniſts tell you poſitively, there. is nothing to: 
be done without Toleration, Comprehenſion and Indulgerice'; .ahd all: 
muſt have the Benchit of it except Papiſts3 very good, and they will 
have the Benefit of it in ſpite of your Teethz how will you help your 
ſelves ? They can, we know, be Presbyterians, Independents, Fifth-Mo- 
urcby-men, Quakers, Anabaptiſts, what you pleaſe ant if once there 
comes to be a Free Trade eſtabliſhed, - we (hall never want Merchants 
from Rome, Well, but what (hall we do for our little © Siſter the 7- 
kpendent ? Oh very well ; ſhe (k&l be -under the Viſitation of the 
King, and the Fuftices of the Peace ſo that I tind, though Biſhops 
nd Clergy-men may not be Fuſtices, yet Fultices may have the Honour 
of being Biſhops > but how our Congregational Men will like this, is 
mother ery: For this Toke put upon their Necks, will oblige them 
to-a Dependency, deſtruftive ot their Liberty, Being, and Name of 
es 19 

But there is no doubt the Houſes of Parlizment will be induced to 
ompty- with theſe -People -for-three notable- Realons, tv Becar(e 
they will make the Howſe of Commons equal to the Lords, and both 
equal to the King, as muſt be in coordinate Eſtates. 2, Becauſe, fay 
they, We ſee the Jaws of Jeſuits and Seftaries opening upon us, and 
for fear they ſhould not gape wide enough to ſwallow us up quick 
and quickly, ſtrain themavider by  Tokeratigh. 3+ Becauſe they kindly 
ſuppoſe, p. 35. that all thoſe who will oppoſe them in either Houſe 
ae Papifts. Few, ay they, there are in either Houſe who are Proteſtants, 
without jealoufie, &c, which is a plain intimation that there are ſome 
in both Houſes who are Papiſts, A Reflection which by naming 
no particulars, is a general Scandal upon all and every Member of 
thole Honourable Houſes. 


— 
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I vvill1 not trouble my ſelf or the Reader vvith their « 
ox their marginal Annotations, only obſerve, Firſt, that 
v=o eqs needs a farther Explanation, and ſo you ſhall —_ ef 

ick heads bring Szperfetation upon Annotation, till the Adts of Ty 
rationvvould out-ſvvell che Statute-Book Secondly, That Ns 
miſts axe come to as great perfetion in Politiques as Divinity, ar 14 
exe long, the Gentlemen of the Long Robe vvill be laid aſi "4 a Gri 
vances of the Nation :. For they are vviſer. than the Government x 
years ago, and abler than the Council, Learned in the Lavv, to pr 
pare Bills for P.rliament, and fitteſt to explain them vyhen a. 
done. The great Comfort is, they tell us, pag. 40. That" they py 
poſe theſe things, as if they vverc in Repwblica Platonis, and it ighy 0 
ped they vvill, if ever. be enacted _either there, or- in Sir Tho. | 
Utopia ; For, 


From Presbyters Laws, 
And the Good Old Cauſe, 
From the Jeluit's Jaws, 
And the Fanaticks Paws, 
. Libera nos "WIR 


